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(5) Subordinate levels. Lower levels of 
command. 

Publications. As used in this part, 
‘‘publications’’ refers to DoD news-
papers, magazines, guides and/or instal-
lation maps serving the commander’s 
internal information program pub-
lished in both paper and electronic for-
mat, including digital printing. 

Supplements. Features, advertising 
sections, or morale, welfare and recre-
ation sections printed with or inserted 
into newspapers for distribution. Sup-
plements must be labeled ‘‘Supplement 
to the (name of newspaper).’’ Editorial 
content in supplements is subject to 
approval by the commander or the PAO 
as his or her agent. 

§ 247.4 Policy. 
It is DoD policy that: 
(a) A free flow of news and informa-

tion shall be provided to all DoD per-
sonnel without censorship or news 
management. The calculated with-
holding of news unfavorable to the De-
partment of Defense is prohibited. 

(b) News coverage and other editorial 
content in DoD publications shall be 
factual and objective. News and head-
lines shall be selected using the dic-
tates of good taste. Morbid, sensa-
tional, or alarming details not essen-
tial to factual reporting shall be avoid-
ed. 

(c) DoD publications shall distinguish 
between fact and opinion, both of 
which may be part of a news story. 
When an opinion is expressed, the per-
son or source shall be identified. Accu-
racy and balance in coverage are para-
mount. 

(d) DoD publications shall distin-
guish between editorials (command po-
sition) and commentaries (personal 
opinion) by clearly identifying them as 
such. 

(e) News content in DoD publications 
shall be based on releases, reports, and 
materials provided by the DoD Compo-
nents and their subordinate levels, DoD 
newspaper staff members, and other 
government agencies. DoD publications 
shall credit sources of all material 
other than local, internal sources. This 
includes, but is not limited to, Military 
Department news sources, American 
Forces Information Service, and com-
mand news releases. 

(f) DoD publications may contain ar-
ticles of local interest to installation 
personnel produced outside official 
channels (e.g., stringers, local organi-
zations), provided that the author’s 
permission has been obtained, the 
source is credited, and they do not oth-
erwise violate this part. 

(g) DoD publications normally shall 
not be authorized the use of commer-
cial news and opinion sources, such as 
Associated Press (AP), United Press 
International (UPI), New York Times, 
etc., except as stated in this paragraph 
and the following paragraph. The use of 
such sources is beyond the scope of the 
mission of command or installation 
publications and puts them in direct 
competition with commercial publica-
tions. The use of such sources may be 
authorized for a specific DoD news-
paper by the cognizant DoD Component 
only when other sources of national 
and international news and opinion are 
not available. 

(h) Overseas Combatant Command 
newspapers published outside the 
United States may purchase or con-
tract for and carry news stories, fea-
tures, syndicated columns, and edi-
torial cartoons from commercial serv-
ices or sources. A balanced selection of 
commercial news or opinion shall ap-
pear in the same issue and same page, 
whenever possible, but in any case, 
over a reasonable time period. Selec-
tion of commercial news sources, syn-
dicated columns, and editorial cartoons 
to be purchased or contracted for shall 
be approved by the Commanders. Over-
seas Combatant Command newspapers, 
news bulletins, and news summaries 
authorized to carry national and world 
news may include coverage of U.S. po-
litical campaign news from commercial 
news sources. Presentation of such po-
litical campaign news shall be made on 
a balanced, impartial, and nonpartisan 
basis. 

(i) The masthead of all DoD publica-
tions shall contain the following dis-
claimer printed in type no smaller than 
6-point: ‘‘This (DoD newspaper, maga-
zine, guide or installation map) is an 
authorized publication for members of 
the Department of Defense. Contents of 
(name of the DoD newspaper/magazine/ 
this guide/this installation map) are 
not necessarily the official views of, or 
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endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the 
Department of Defense, or (the name of 
the publishing DoD Component).’’ 

(j) The masthead of DoD CE publica-
tions shall contain the following state-
ments in addition to that contained in 
paragraph (i) of this section: 

(1) ‘‘Published by (name), a private 
firm in no way connected with the (De-
partment of Defense/the U.S. Army/the 
U.S. Navy/the U.S. Air Force/the U.S. 
Marine Corps) under exclusive written 
contract with (DoD Component or sub-
ordinate level).’’ 

(2) ‘‘The appearance of advertising in 
this publication, including inserts or 
supplements, does not constitute en-
dorsement by the (Department of De-
fense/the U.S. Army/the U.S. Navy/the 
U.S. Air Force/the U.S. Marine Corps), 
or (name of commercial publisher) of 
the products or services advertised.’’ 

(3) ‘‘Everything advertised in this 
publication shall be made available for 
purchase, use, or patronage without re-
gard to race, color, religion, sex, na-
tional origin, age, marital status, phys-
ical handicap, political affiliation, or 
any other nonmerit factor of the pur-
chaser, user, or patron.’’ If a violation 
or rejection of this equal opportunity 
policy by an advertiser is confirmed, 
the publisher shall refuse to print ad-
vertising from that source until the 
violation is corrected. 

(k) DoD publications shall not con-
tain campaign news, partisan discus-
sions, cartoons, editorials, or com-
mentaries dealing with political cam-
paigns, candidates, issues, or which ad-
vocate lobbying elected officials on 
specific issues. DoD CE publications 
shall not carry paid political advertise-
ments for a candidate, party, which ad-
vocate a particular position on a polit-
ical issue, or which advocate lobbying 
elected officials on a specific issue. 
This includes those advertisements ad-
vocating a position on any proposed 
DoD policy or policy under review. 

(l) DoD newspapers shall support the 
Federal Voting Assistance Program by 
carrying factual information about 
registration and voting laws, especially 
those on absentee voting requirements 
of the various States, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico, and U.S. terri-
tories and possessions. DoD newspapers 
shall use voting materials provided by 

the Director, Federal Voting Assist-
ance Program; the OSD; and the Mili-
tary Departments. Such information is 
designed to encourage DoD personnel 
to register as voters and to exercise 
their right to vote as outlined in DoD 
Directive 1000.4. 4 

(m) DoD publications shall comply 
with DoD Instruction 1100.13 5 per-
taining to polls, surveys, and straw 
votes. 

(1) The DoD Components and subordi-
nate levels may authorize polls on mat-
ters of local interest, such as soldier of 
the week, and favorite athlete. 

(2) A DoD publication shall not con-
duct a poll, a survey, or a straw vote 
relating to a political campaign or 
issue. 

(3) Opinion surveys must be in com-
pliance with Military Service regula-
tions. 

(n) DoD newspapers will support offi-
cially authorized fund-raising cam-
paigns (e.g., Combined Federal Cam-
paign (CFC)) within the Department of 
Defense in accordance with DoD Direc-
tive 5035.1. 6 News coverage of the cam-
paign will not discuss monetary goals, 
quotas, competition or tallies of solici-
tation between or among agencies. To 
avoid any appearance of endorsement, 
features and news coverage will discuss 
the campaign in general and not pro-
mote specific agencies within the CFC. 
Agencies may be mentioned routinely 
but must not be a main focus of fea-
tures and news coverage. 

(o) DoD publications shall not: 
(1) Contain any material that implies 

that the DoD Components or their sub-
ordinate levels endorse or favor a spe-
cific commercial product, commodity, 
or service. 

(2) Subscribe, even at no cost, to a 
commercial or feature wire or other 
service whose primary purpose is the 
advertisement or promotion of com-
mercial products, commodities, or 
services. 

(3) Carry any advertisement that vio-
lates or rejects DoD equal opportunity 
policy. (See paragraph (j)(3) of this sec-
tion). 
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(p) All commercial advertising, in-
cluding advertising supplements, shall 
be clearly identifiable as such. Paid 
advertorials and advertising supple-
ments may be included but must be 
clearly labeled as advertising and read-
ily distinguishable from editorial con-
tent. 

(q) Alteration of official photo-
graphic and video imagery will comply 
with DoD Directive 5040.5. 7 

(r) Commercial sponsors of Armed 
Forces Professional Entertainment 
Program events and morale, welfare 
and recreation events may be men-
tioned routinely with other pertinent 
facts in news stories and announce-
ments in DoD newspapers. (See DoD In-
structions 1330.13 8 and 1015.2. 9 

(s) Book, radio, television, movie, 
travel, and other entertainment re-
views may be carried if written objec-
tively and if there is no implication of 
endorsement by the Department of De-
fense or any of its Components or their 
subordinate levels. 

(t) All printing using appropriated 
funds will be obtained in accordance 
with DoD Directive 5330.3. 

(u) Although DoD internet web sites 
are normally discouraged from linking 
to commercial activities, the com-
mander may authorize an installation 
web site to be linked to the web site 
carrying the authorized civilian enter-
prise publication. 

§ 247.5 Responsibilities. 
(a) The Assistant Secretary of De-

fense for Public Affairs, consistent 
with DoD Directive 5122.5, 10 shall: 

(1) Develop policies and provide guid-
ance on the administration of the DoD 
Internal Information Program. 

(2) Provide policy and operational di-
rection to the Director, AFIS. 

(3) Monitor and evaluate overall mis-
sion effectiveness within the Depart-
ment of Defense for matters under this 
part. 

(b) The Director, American Forces 
Information Service, shall: 

(1) Develop and oversee the imple-
mentation of policies and procedures 

pertaining to the management, con-
tent, and publication of DoD publica-
tions encompassed by this part. 

(2) Serve as DoD point of contact 
with the Joint Committee on Printing, 
Congress of the United States, for mat-
ters under this part. 

(3) Serve as the DoD point of contact 
in the United States for Combatant 
Command newspaper matters. 

(4) Provide guidance to the Combat-
ant Commands, Military Departments, 
and other DoD Components pertaining 
to DoD publications. 

(5) Monitor effectiveness of business 
and financial operations of DoD publi-
cations and provide business counsel 
and assistance, as appropriate. 

(6) Sponsor a DoD Interservice News-
paper Committee and a Flagship Maga-
zine Committee composed of represent-
atives of the Military Departments to 
coordinate matters on publications en-
compassed by this part and flagship 
magazine matters, respectively. 

(7) Provide a press service for joint- 
Service news and information for use 
by authorized DoD publication editors. 

(c) The Secretaries of the Military 
Departments shall: 

(1) Provide policy guidance and as-
sistance to the Department’s publica-
tions. 

(2) Encourage the use of CE publica-
tions when they are the most cost-ef-
fective means of fulfilling the com-
mand communication requirement. 

(3) Ensure that adequate resources 
are available to support authorized in-
ternal information products under this 
part. 

(4) Designate a member of their pub-
lic affairs staff to serve on the DoD 
Interservice Newspaper Committee. 

(5) Ensure all printing obtained with 
appropriated funds complies with DoD 
Directive 5330.3. 

(d) The Commanders of Combatant 
Commands shall: 

(1) Publish Combatant Command 
newspapers, if authorized. In dis-
charging this responsibility, the Com-
mander shall ensure that policy, direc-
tion, resources, and administrative 
support are provided, as required, to 
produce a professional quality news-
paper to support the command mission. 

(2) Ensure that the newspaper is pre-
pared to support U.S. forces in the 
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